Sinonasal undifferentiated carcinoma with metastasis to the extradural spine.
Sinonasal undifferentiated carcinoma (SNUC) is a rare and aggressive cancer of the sinonasal tract and is often characterized by intracranial invasion. However, SNUC rarely metastasizes to the spine. In this paper, we present a case of extradural metastasis and invasion of the adjacent spine by SNUC. A 42-year-old man presented to our hospital with two-month history of anosmia and nosebleeds. Imaging studies showed a neoplasm of the ethmoid sinus with extension into the anterior cranial fossa. The patient underwent resection of the carcinoma and began chemoradiotherapy. After completing chemoradiotherapy the patient complained of neck pain radiating down the right arm, and imaging showed an extradural mass at the C5 vertebral level. The patient underwent laminectomy for debulking of this tumor. One month later, the patient complained of recurrent weakness and pain in the right shoulder and arm. Imaging showed an extradural tumor wrapping around the C7 and C8 nerve roots, as well as a separate tumor at C2 adherent to the dura. The extradural tumor at C2 was surgically resected. Further imaging showed multiple new soft tissue masses at the thoracic level. We present a case of SNUC metastasis to the extradural spine representing the second case reported in the literature. Peri-dural metastasis and resulting symptoms should be included in the differential diagnosis and assessment of patients with SNUC.